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Introduction 

( Preface )  1 

ooo 

This  Chronicle  of  the  family  and  descendants  of  Christian  [ 
Groth  has  been  compiled  to  meet  the  wishes  of  many  of  the  J 
participants  in  the  Centennial  Celebration  held  at  Cedarburg,  1 
September  6,  1942,  in  commemoration  of  the  arrival  of  the  four 
Groth  brothers,  Ludwig,  Martin,  Ferdinand  and  Wilhelm,  who 
came  to  this  country  from  Germany  in  1842. 

The  “family  trees”  exhibited  at  this  celebration,  showing 
the  families  and  descendants  of  the  brothers,  aroused  great 
interest,  recalling  to  mind  almost  forgotten  relatives  and 
bringing  back  many  fond  recollections  associated  with  them. 

Inquiries  concerning  copies  of  the  charts  were  numerous, 
and  advance  orders  for  over  one  hundred  copies  induced  the 
committee  in  charge  of  the  Centennial  to  publish  a  booklet 
featuring  the  genealogical  chart.  It  is  hoped  that  this  booklet 
not  only  will  make  interesting  reading,  but  that  it  will  serve  to 
revive  and  strengthen  bonds  between  relatives  who  in  the 
course  of  years  may  have  drifted  apart. 

The  charts  as  presented  at  the  Centennial  were  far  from 
complete,  as  indicated  by  the  many  names  and  supplementary 
information  offered  by  guests  at  the  celebration.  Since  then 
the  committee  has  carefully  revised  the  charts  and  made  many 
additions  and  corrections,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  chart  or 
family  records  as  appearing  in  the  booklet  are  fairly  accurate 
and  complete.  In  order  to  keep  the  cost  of  the  pamphlet  as  low 
as  possible,  the  part  containing  the  family  chart  has  been 
mimeographed  instead  of  printed. 

The  writer  is  grateful  to  all  who  assisted  him  in  completing 
the  chart.  He  personally  assumes  sole  responsibility,  however, 
for  its  accuracy  and  completeness.  j 

He  especially  wishes  to  thank  the  Reverend  Raymond 
Groth,  who  ably  assisted  in  revising  the  historical  sketch  of  the 
Groth  family. 


Christian  Groth— Christina,  his  wife 

Born  in  Treptow ,  Germany ,  J790 
Died  in  Cedarburg,  W  isconsin ,  1856 


Ludwig  Groth 

Born  December  6,  lb  12 
Died  March,  1850 


Christine  Groth 
John  Su  el  flow 

Friederich 

Minna 


Johann 

orn  April,  1815 
ied  January  6,  1892 


Friederich 

Born  February  28,  1820 
Died  May  27,  1895 
Living  Mrs.  Aug.  Grolli 


Martin 

Born  February  26,  1822 
Died  January  12,  1905 

Living  Mrs.  Bertha  IV emit 


Born  October  13,  1824 
Died  January  14,  1901 


Living — Ferd.  Groth 

— Mrs.  Ida  Hoppe 

Benib.  Groth 


Wilhelm 


Born  February  23,  1827 
Died  August  10,  1903 

m 


Giants  of  Christian  Faith 


HISTORICAL  BACKGROUND  AND  MIGRATION 


From  the  records  on  hand,  the  Groth  family  can  be  traced  I 
to  Christian  Groth,  his  wife,  six  sons  and  one  daughter.  Before  j 
they  emigrated  to  America  they  lived  in  Treptow,  Germany,  a  » 
village  in  northern  Prussia  not  far  from  the  Baltic  Sea.  They  ' 
owned  land  and  were  in  good  circumstances.  They  were 
staunch  Lutherans  and  belonged  to  a  group  known  as  the  Old 
Lutherans  (Altlutheraner).  At  that  time  Rationalism  prevailed 
in  Germany  and  the  rulers  were  bound  to  suppress  the  revival 
of  true  Lutheranism.  Its  faithful  preachers  and  leaders, 
among  whom  where  Pastor  Adolph  Kindermann,  Pastor  j 
Johannes  Grabau,  Captain  Heinrich  Von  Rohr  and  others,  met  ' 
with  bitter  scorn,  persecution  and  imprisonment.  The 
oppression  became  more  and  more  unbearable,  and  emigration 
seemingly  was  the  only  avenue  open  for  these  people. 

After  much  deliberation  and  prayer,  the  Groth  family 
resolved  to  emigrate  to  America.  The  chief  reason  for  taking 
this  step  of  leaving  their  Fatherland  was  their  sincere  adherence 
to  the  Lutheran  faith  as  contained  in  the  Word  of  God,  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments  and  as  set  forth  and  confessed  in  the 
Symbolical  Books  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  They  felt  in  duty  - 
bound  to  emigrate  and  look  for  a  country  where  this  Lutheran 
faith  was  not  endangered  and  where  they  could  serve  God  un-  '• 
disturbed  in  a  way  as  revealed  and  ordained  by  Him,  and  where  j 
they  could  enjoy,  without  being  interferred  with,  the  means  ! 
of  grace  ordained  by  God  for  all  men’s  salvation  and  preserve  | 
them  in  their  integrity  and  purity  for  themselves  and  their 
children.  The  country  offering  them  this  freedom  was  the 
United  States  of  America.  There  as  nowhere  else  in  the  world 
pure  religion  and  liberty  could  prosper  and  grow,  for  the  consti¬ 
tution  of  this  new  and  promising  land  guaranteed  it. 


THE  VOYAGE 

Being  fully  determined  to  emigrate  to  the  United  States, 
they  selected  Wisconsin  as  their  destination.  In  making  this 
selection  they  were  guided  by  the  favorable  reports  received 
from  others  who  had  in  1839  settled  Freistadt  in  Ozaukee : 
County,  twenty  miles  northwest  of  Milwaukee.  This  section, 
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according  to  the  reports  as  to  soil,  climate,  and  other  natural 
features  and  advantages,  seemed  to  be  what  they  wanted. 
They  immediately  began  their  preparations  for  the  journey  to 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  United  States  of  America.  Evidently 
their  passport  gave  them  transportation  all  the  way  to  Mil¬ 
waukee 

We  have  no  record  of  the  exact  date  of  their  departure,  nor 
do  we  know  the  name  of  the  ship  in  which  they  come  over. 
However,  it  is  known  that  they  embarked  in  Spring  of  1842  at 
Kammin,  a  seaport  on  the  Baltic  Sea.  Only  Ludwig,  Martin, 
Ferdinand,  Wilhelm,  and  their  sister  Christine  with  her  husband 
John  Suelflow  and  their  two  children  Friedrich  and  Minna  left 
at  this  time.  The  parents  and  two  other  sons,  John  and 
Friedrich,  who  were  in  military  training,  were  to  follow  a  few 
years  later.  Fully  provided  with  the  necessary  funds  to 
purchase  land  for  homesteads  and  with  the  most  necessary 
household  goods  and  tools,  they  left  their  homes  and  friends  for 
America.  According  to  tradition  they  were  enroute  for  more 
then  two  months  before  they  arrived  at  New  York.  What  storms 
and  hardships  they  encountered  on  the  waters  is  not  recorded. 
However,  one  thing  accurred  on  the  way  which  filled  them  all 
with  gloom  and  sorrow.  Mrs.  Suelflow  died  on  the  ship  while 
giving  birth  to  her  third  child,  which  died  shortly  after  its 
delivery.  Both  mother  and  child  were  buried  at  sea. 

Arriving  in  New  York  they  continued  their  journey  up  the 
Hudson  River  to  Albany  by  steamboat.  We  may  assume  that 
the  trip  from  Albany  to  Buffalo  was  made  by  train.  From 
Buffalo  to  Milwaukee  they  traveled  again  by  steamboat  via  the 
Great  Lakes. 

SETTLED  IN  CEDARBURG 


Immediately  upon  their  arrival  in  Milwaukee  they  set  out 
upon  a  scouting  trip  prospecting  the  wilds  and  came  to  their 
•  friends  in  Freistadt.  From  there  they  went  northwest  and 
came  to  the  banks  of  a  creek  now  known  as  Cedar  Creek.  They 
saw  at  a  glance  that  this  site  offered  many  advantages.  The 
creek  would  furnish  power  for  manufacturing.  It  was  only  a 
short  distance  from  the  road  leading  to  Milwaukee,  which  would 
be  their  nearest  market  place.  They  found  springs  of  good 
clear  drinking  water  and  the  soil  was  fertile  and  well  drained. 
The  place  appealed  to  them  very  much  and  they  decided  to 
settle  there.  Returning  to  Milwaukee  they  bought  wagons, 
oxen,  and  other  domestic  animals  and  set  out  for  their  newly 
selected  home.  Resolute  and  determined,  with  no  alternative 
before  them,  they  applied  themselves  to  the  building  of  homes 
and  the  clearing  and  cultivation  of  the  soil.  They  went  at  their 


new  tasks  not  as  prospectors  or  experimenters  but  as  good 
farmers,  determined  to  keep  possession  of  their  land  and 
abandoning  forever  the  idea  of  ever  returning  to  Germany. 
They  believed  firmly  that  God  had  brought  them  hither  and  that 
He  would  guide  them  further  and  help  and  protect  them  as 
they  began  their  new  life  in  the  wilderness  of  Wisconsin. 

LAND  TRANSACTIONS  FROM  LEGAL  RECORDS 

Ludwig  Groth  bought  from  George  B.  Warren,  a  govern¬ 
ment  land  agent,  October  22,  1842,  the  E.  %  of  theN.  E.  quarter 
and  the  S.  E.  quarter  of  Section  27,  Township  10  Range  21  E. 
in  the  Milwaukee  Land  District,  price  $925.00;  from  John 
Dacy,  February  21,  1846  the  N.  E.  quarter  of  the  S.  W.  quarter 
of  Section  34,  Township  10  north,  Range  21  E.,  price  $90.00; 
from  Simon  Cocoran  the  W.  V2  of  the  N.  E.  quarter  of  Section 
34,  Township  10  north,  Range  21  E. 

Ludwig  Groth  and  Caroline  Groth,  his  wife,  sold  to 
Frederick  Hilgen  and  William  Schroeder,  September  4,  1844, 
35.81  acres,  price  $77.52;  to  Frederich  W.  Horn,  September  30, 
1847,  200  acres. 

John  Groth  bought  from  George  Mauley  and  Elizabeth 
Mauley,  his  wife,  November  9,  1843,  the  W.  V2  of  the  S.  E. 
quarter  of  Section  27,  80  acres,  Township  9  north,  Range  21  E. 
Price  $775.00.  From  William  Jaeger,  April  22,  1845,— a  part 
of  the  E.  V2  of  the  S.  E.  quarter  of  Section  27  of  Township  9, 
18  acres.  Price  $90.00. 

Ferdinand  Groth  bought  from  John  Miller  and  Louise 
Miller,  his  wife,  August  20,  1844  the  N.  V2  of  the  N.  E.  quarter 
of  Section  3,  Township  9  north,  Range  21  E.  —  69.10  acres  and 
also  the  S.  V2  of  the  S.  E.  quarter  of  Section  34,  Township  10 
north,  Range  21  E.— 80  acres.  Price  $1300.00.  A  map  of  the 
Town  of  Cedarburg  shows  that  he  owned  other  tracts  of  land 
which  he  bought  in  the  course  of  time  presumably  with  the  in¬ 
tention  of  providing  his  sons  with  homesteads. 

Friedrich  Groth  bought  from  Barnett  Clow,  March  2,  1847 
the  S.  V2  ot  the  N.  E.  quarter,  80  acres,  of  Section  3,  Township 
9  Range  21  E.  Price  $650.00. 

Martin  Groth  owned  a  part  of  the  W.  V2  of  the  N.  E. 
quarter  of  Section  27,  Township  10  Range  21  E.  A  map  of  the 
City  of  Cedarburg  shows  that  this  land  is  now  partly  laid  out 
in  City  lots. 

Wilhelm  Groth  owned  the  E.  V2  of  the  N.  W.  quarters  of 
Section  27,  Township  10  Range  21  E. — 80  acres — adjoining 
Martin  Groths  property  on  the  west.  The  present  occupant  of 
this  property  is  John  Dietrich.  ( Continued  on  page  31) 
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f  GENEALCG i CAL  TABLE 


V'V 


CHRISTIAN  QROTH 


Ludwig  Johann  Friedrich  Martin 


FERD 1 NAND 


Wl  LHELfvt 


Ludwig  Groth  -  Carolina  nee  Dobberpuhl 


1  0  n 

Franz  L*  Groth**”-  Johanna  nee  Raoue~* 
William  A.  Groth— -There sa  nee  Zie.uer 
Harvey  Groth  -  Marie  nee  Krone 
Eugenie  Groth"—  Walter  Lueder 
Lucille  -  cun  ice 

Melvin  GLroth  -  Settie  nee  Krause 
Ra  ymond-Robert-Carol  I  ne 
Roland  Groth  -  Helga  nee  Larsen 


Anna  Groth  -  Re  inhold  Kunde 

Elizabeth  Kunde  -  Pastor  A*  Dieher 
Joel  —  mark 


Gustav  G  •  Groth  —  A  m a  n  d a  nee  G  r  u  h l 
Cornelia  -  L*  L#  Freeman 

'./ ALDEMAR  -  EUNICE  NEE  NEC  KER M  A  N N 
C  L  A  R  E  N  c  E  -  Na  D  I  N  E  NEE  17  0  0  D 
Paul  -  David 
Edgar  -  Jean  nee  Kle j st 

Peter  Michael 

Dorothy  -  Herbert  Fleischer 


d 


indicates  deceased 


Helena  Groth  -*  Ferdinand  Groth 
crwin  -  Beat a  nee  He  id tke 
iviELiTA  -  Rudolph  Heidtke 
Lenora  -  Pastor  William  Heidtke 
Elsa  -  Paul  Ziemer 

Liesetta  Grot::  -  George  Thumstedter 

/Martha  -  Pa u  l  Klann 
Larry 
Gerhard 
RuTh 

Otto  J.  QROTH-°-  J0A  NEE  BuBLITZ~ 
Lester  -  Quindaro  nee  Reed 
Peter  -  Franz 
Quindaro  -  Anne 
Gertrude  -  Melvin  Brehsmer 
Carolyn 
Wendy 
Vi ct or i a 

Arthur  J.  Groth  -  Alice  nee  Kasten 
Pet a  -  Valter  Griese 
'■/ALTER 

LSTHER  -  3EN  Zl HOARS 

3h  irley 

Bertha  Groth  -  August  Ziemer— 

- - -  Q 

Anna  Ziemer  -  August  Dob3ERpuhl— 
Rudolph-0--  Hilda  nee  Berndt 
Harold  -  Anita  nee  Lindner 

Luella  -  Glarence  Dajrow 
Harvey  -  Selma  nee  Groth 

Alfred 

Ardell 

Flora  -  Arthur  Prochnow 

Marvin  -  lvelyn  nee  W »  lhelme 
Palmer  -  Ldna  nee  Maas 
Lo  i  s 


Ida  Ziem£r~-  -  Theodore  Sublitz-0- 
Zeno  -  Lula  nee  Stark 
Victor 

Alvina  Ziemer--  Frank  Hemmann-0- 

Theodore  Ziemer  -  Ida  nee  :  ';i  A  R  Q  U  A  R  D  T 

Adeline  Ziemer  -  Charles  $f  roe.de 
Gerald  i  ne. 

Bernice 

C L  LA  Z I EMCR  -  W I LL I  AH  KLUG 

\rl  Cloth--  -  marie  nee  Spun l-°- 

He  I  NR  I  OH  -  VV  I  LHELM  I  NE  NEE  MATTER 

Alinda  -  Albert  Schultz 
Allen  ~  Wayne 

j ! 0 R  M  A  -  r/iELV  I  N  S C .4  U  L T  Z 

Eugene 

W.  I  LT ON 

Ruth 
Alice 
Carol -Ann 

Adolph  -  Leona  nee  Ram so  ell 
Roger 

ivi  A  RC  ELLA 


HE  DO 'ORE  CnOTH  -  BERTHA  NEE  .A,  A  CHE  L 
Walter  -  Frieda  nee  'Kurtz 

F LANCES 

Alice  -  Aorgan  Hyberg 

A  n  N  OLD  -  jlRS  'm  GrqTH  (  D  E  0  E  A  3  E  D  ) 
Ha  r old 


Bert hold  Groth  -  Lena  nee  Lrdmann 

AvE  LYN— 

Leona  -  Henry  Schalenvogt 
Helen  Joyce 

Sherman  Rossile 


r 


1 oma  nee  Glass er 


Frederick  - 

.  Marcus 

Allen 

Franz  Groth  -  Alvina  nee  Erdmann 
Herbert  -  Elfrieda  nee  Hoppe 
H  OWA R D 

Esther  -  Elmer  Rheingans 
Harold 
Elmer 
Robert 

Reinhard  -  Elsie  nee  Polzin 
Nor  3Ert 
Adela  Groth 

i 

- 

Edna  Groth  -  Fred  Clair 


R o sa line  Groth™  Al 3 e rt  L aa s s~- 

Frank  Laabs--  -  Ella  Magruetz 
Florence  -  Fred  Keller 
F  rankl r  N 

Elmer  -  Mildred  nee  Cork 
Robert 
Delph i NE 


V 


.  >  v ;  .  A 


Arthur  Laabs  -  Minnie  nee  Freyer 

Lillian  Hoffmann 


D 


Edward  Laabs—  -  Irma  nee  Aklers 
CH A  I  ST  I NE  -  J  0 H N  Wl TTEN3ERG 


Sandra 

Ellen 


Ar  line 


Irma  Laabs  - 
Carol 


Charles  Trupke  (2nd  marriage) 


Caroline  Groth  -  Johann  Kress  in  (2nd  :.;a 

WlLHELR  KRESS.|n£  i£  ANNA  NEE  LlESENER-- 

L  Y  D  l  A  KR  E  S  3  |  N  -  CD  .  H  OF  F  ;v!  A  N  N 

A lm a  Kr e s  s  i  n  -  Pastor  Be r n h a rd  Z  i  e m e r-- 

Wilbert  -  Paulina  nee  Vollbrecht 
Donald 
Robert 

Pi  i  lt  o  n  -  Anita  nee  Pi  a  n  t  h  e  I 

O/i  N  D  R  A 
Th  DMAS 

£ l ivt e r  --  £rna  ree  Krueger 
Kenneth 

Gladys’-  Albert  Bethke 
Da  v  i  d 

Dennis  '  . 

Paul.-  Martha  nee  Hoessel 

R  tO  HARD 
J  A  id  E  S 
Rahel 
Sylvia 

Ben  -  Nor:.! a  nee  Me r klein 
J  OH  N 

iVi ARY  /-\N  N 

£  L  L  A  Kr  essin 
Aranda  Kress  in 

Ada  Kress-i -n  -  Ferd.  Schwa ntes 

Fr  ED  E ru  C  K  -  £l  £  ON  0 R  N  EE  Na  U  E R  T  Z 


J ohnKress  i  n  -  Bertha  nee  Qobberpuhl 


Della  Kress  in  -  Albert  Liesenberg 
Alice  -  John  Baum 
Robert 
Dor  i  s 

'  |  V  ;  • _ V 

Donald 

Allen 

ildgar  -  Frieda  nee  :,iUe:ile  [sen 
Vernon 

COG  A R 

JUD  I  TH 

Lillian  -  0 s w a  l d  Web e r 


I  na  Kaessin  -  civ  ns  t  Schneider 

Ar t h u r  Ha  n  s c h k  e  -  M a r  i  on  nee  H  i  n  z 
Mary  Jean 
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1 . ; e n e  Kress  in  -  Theodore  Lennar tz 
Mar  i  an 

J  ohn  -  I  l e e  n  nee  J  oh n s  on 
J  1  ,.i  M  Y 
Ra,.Y-ANN 

CLM  ER  KaESS  |N  -  BUN.UA  NEE  8ENZEE 
kiARYLYN 

Donald 

LaVonne 

Bruce 

Alw  i  na  Kress  i  r£  -  Karl  Mi  elke— 

Arthur  M i elke 

Ida—  Mi  elke 

Adolrm  k; i  elke 

-DW  I  N'  M  l  ELKE  •%  TlLLlE  NEE  KLUTZ 

Re  I NH OLD  Ml  ELKE 

Am  a n  d  a  -  Herbert  Gris a a 

Aano  Mi elke 


(John  Groth  -  WilhelmIne  nee  Jaeger 


Friedrich  Groth  -  Dorothea  nee  Suelflow 


Franz  Grot Ma r  i  e  nee  Kuehl-0- 

Robert,  clla,  Re  inhold,  Heinrich,  Ida 
August  Qroth--^  Johanna  nee  3russ 

Bernard  Groth  -  Helena  nee  Knuth 
Lou i se 

Clara  Groth  -  John  Boos 
iViARGARET  -  JOHN  KOEPPEN 
J  EANETTE 

Gerald 

CTt  i  l  I  £  Groth  -  J  a  c  ob  W  #  N  i  e;v;  a  n  n 
Arthur  -*  Leona  nee  Willy 
Robert 

Jack 

r.DNA  -  Walter  neitzel 
R  j  c  h  , .  r  d 

Clarence  -  Florence  nee  Schoenfeld 
Kent 

J  0  Y  C  E 

Loretta  -  Leslie  Coulson 
Leslie 

Thomas 

Ruth  -  Floyd  Jackson 
Alfred  Groth  -  Alice  nee  Joungqujst 
Smerald  -  Llsie  nee  Fink 
Casol 
Barm at a 

Sidney  -  Clara  nee  Olarje 
Arli ne 

£lla  Groth  -  Re  inhold  Hille 
Arm  in  -  Wilma  nee  Lyon 
J  E  A  N 


J  OH  A  N  N 


Ta rg  a  ret  Hille 

Groth  -  Vilhelmine  nee  Brend emuehl 

"  ‘  ‘  — — ~  --*■*-  1  1  1  ■  — — — ■ — — - -  - — 

A  R  D  3  R  0  T  H  -  fvl  I  N  N  I  E  N  £  E  G  1  E  R  A  C  H 

Lrna  -  Albert  Radtke 


f  ill/i  -  Arnold  Ahlers 

/  \ 

A/I  A  RLENE 

Selma  -  Harvey  Dosberpuhl 
Arthur  Groth  -  (no  record) 

Amanda  Groth  -  Herman  Hoppe 
^lfrieda  -  Herbert  Groth 

Howard 

.  D 

Anita— 

;  Karl  Groth-?- 

Wilhelm  Groth  -  ivi  a  r  t  e  nee  3russ 

Theodore  Grot^--  Sophia  nee  Knuth 
Edna  -  Wilhelm  Neakrans 
1  Paul 

Victor  -  Alinda  nee  Kir.schmann 

i  CAR  L 

Glen  n 

Rudolph  -  Myrtle  nee  Thiel 

( 

.1  Dan 

La vonne 

Johanna  -  Albert  Schuett 
j  Ralph 

Carol 

Alvin  -  Viola  nee  Thiel 

» 

Sharon 

Lydia  Groth  -  Edward  Uttech 

Ar  m  ♦  n£#  .  A l  v  1  n— ,  Arthur—,  Wa  lt  e  r— 

Ldward  -  Linda  nee  St  rack 

|  i.iARV  I  N 

Anna  Gr’othP-  -  Heinrich  Sruss 
Oh  R  f  S  T 1  A N A  -  W I LH  ELM  SC  H  E  E  R 

I  Delores 

Henrietta  -  Edwin  Scheer 
_ 

COWARD 

|  Edna 

Hi  ld a  -  He r be n t  Me n  t  z  e  l 
j  Herbert,  Jr # 

j  Allen 

Adeline  -  Rudolph  Unteutsoh 
May  Carel 

Elmer  Jen  ice 

i  : 


v 


Lydia  -  Lavern  Hilty 
LEONARD  Grots  ~  Ida  nee  Yershefske 
Walter 

Eqmund  Groth~  -  Louise  nee  Pick 
A  ._”/l  LHELM.L  j 

Qi,  g  a  ■  G  r  o  r.H”-v  ?«-  • 

Augusta  Gr oth-^ 

D 

W  i  lhel;.;  i  ne  Gr  oth  -  He  inrich  lrdmann-- 
ClG  A  Cii  DMANN  -  G  *  SC  H  W  E  R  l  N 

Zelpha  -  John  lichhorst 

AivJ  os  -  Wi ETA  NEE  S  I  E L A F F 
Leonard  Erdmann  -  Elsa  nee  Haneter 
H  e  w  n  y  -Ruth  nee  F  r  o  e  m  m  i  n  o 
J  OH  N 

E  VE 

L  L  0  t  S  E 

Irene  -  to  w a  R  d  ]Hav>  s  e 
Frieda  -  Wiles  Wiesgeroer 

D  O  N  N  A 

Jean 

Victor  -  Lillian  nee  Haase 
Verne  -  Jeanette  nee  HafermAnn 
^velyn  -  Richard  Wiedemann 
Gerald 

TH  OfciA  S 

W ALTER  E  R  D  M  A  N  N  -  i ,  1 1  'it  N  |  E  NEE  $  0  H  W ERIN 
R A  Y  M OND  -  ;  .  A  R IAN  NEE  0  L A  i  *  K 

Robert 

till  a  -  August  Blank 
La  r  n  v 
Susan ne 

Arthur  From  a  n  n 

Bl/, pence  -  Hilda  nee  Ryf 
Amy  ErdmannS- 

Alvin  -  June  Use  Schneider 

Seralo 

W  a  l  l  a  c  e  Pro  ia  a  n  nP- 
-  d 

'.VALTER  tRDMANN— 

Dorothy  Erdmann 


Dorothea  nee  Hackbarth 


!  i.i/.RT  I  N  3  ROTH  - 


Franz  Gkoth—  -  Henr  i  etta~;  nee  Krueger— 

John  Groth--- 
C.LARA  QROTH 
Fred  Oroth 
J  OHANNA  3 R  O T H-- 
Willie  Groth— 

C,  Fred  Groth—  -  Wi lheum f me  nee  Kurth- 


W  I  LH  E  L1V1  I  N  E  GrOTH  -  WtLHELH  KRIRGEL 
Al3  ART  1 N E  KR  INGEL  -  ft I  OH AR  D  KLUG  E 

Elsie  Kluge  -  Herbert  Klein 
Frank  Kringel--  -  Ida  nee  Heckendorf 
Hertha  -  F o o a r.  Kagtc# 

Kenneth 

Norma  -  Hugo  Butt 
Rubin  Ka ingel 
Gerhard  Kr ingel 
Lorra I NE  Kr ingel 

B’iJLDRED  KR  I  NOEL 

r  ‘  v 

ANITA  Kr  t  ngel 
A*.  AVlN  Kr  INGEL 
Franklin  Kr ingel 
.  Edna  Kaingel 

i/iA x  Kr  ingel  -  Alma  nee  He  ok e no  or f 
Hilda  K.  -  Clarence  Tischer 
Edwin  Kr ingel 

Albert  i  ne  Groth  -  IV  i  lli  . ,m  Koepsell 

Bernhard  Koepsell—  -  ,-,nna  nee  3utzke 
Alfred  -  Edith  nee  Carlson 
Douglas 


Ralston 

Viola  -  Glenn  Trip 
Barbara 

Fhilipp  -  Celia  nee  Severson 

Phillis 

Carol 

.Karen 


i 

I 

Herbert  -  nee  Hannah 

Dixie 

VE  R N a  -  D.  W .  H  0 A STM  A  H 
Clayton  Jerry 

cmma  Koepsell  -  Ray  La s ley 
Verne 
Kleo 

{  :  ' 

Max  Koepsell  -  Ella  nee  3utzke 

t 

Julia  -  Albert  Sraese 
Leroy 
Silvia 

Albert  -  Lydi,\  nee  Wulff 
Luella 

Rwalo  -  Selma  nee  V/ulff 

a'  c  i  ',r ...  v  *■*  r  -  i  f.  * 

♦  ‘  :  .-.x  .  ;  .  ,  ■  i  ...  •  •  V  ;  '  .  :l 

\  Ida  Koepsell  -  Fred  Hold  or f 

walter  -  Augusta  nee  Horn 3 a 

,  vR  LINE 
LEO  ON 

|  Hilda  -  Willi,.;.;  Voltz 

Or  v  e  l  le 
Delon  i  s 
V  E  RLYN 
vlERL  YN 
J  O  A  n  N  z 

A  M  N A  -  F  R /,  N  K  V/ 1  N  3  £  R  G 
Lor r t  n 
oE'RALD 

,\R  L  I  SS 

Gladys 

<n  *  /  BEi j 
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.  - - —  ~~ ■- — —  • 
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i 

i 


Ui 

t  r- 

ui 


iv$! 

f  v  V* .  N 

i; 

>>'<•:<  L" 


r — rj 

I  *  'i 

i  <! 

iitl 

i 

M 
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U. 

o 
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Frank  Haney 


Olga  - 

i  I  LL  I  E  *“  iVi 'I a  KA M  fvi 

Hen AY  -  V 1  ELLA  NEE  HlLL 
Lyle 

,l  6  er r  -  Linda  nee  Klarvitter 

U  E  R  W  Y  N 

Fred  *  Rosalie  nee  Hill 

ALL/,  -  LOMU  NO  KlaUSER 

Ar  l  i  s  s 

Allen 

Esther  Hold  on r 
Re  inhold  Holdorf 
Idall  Holdorf 

Alvina  Koepsell  -  Herman  Gluhm 
!  Cl.. PENCE 

Wl LB UR 

!  I  LA 

;/  ill!  am  Koepsell  -  Lena  nee  Sutzke 
Elmer 
Ha  r  v  e  y 

\  l  '  '  .  .1. 

i 

♦ 

j  Lena  Koepsell 

1  \  i)  i  '  \r‘  .  y,  *>  *  'A'  ■  J  1 

i 
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j  .  o_  '  '  ^ 

Caroline  Qroth--  „  Fred  Behm- 

Faank  3 e h ..i  -  uI.I'Mm  nee  Schultz 

Laura  ~  o , > < ^ l  l a u e g g e i.i < » n 

1  •  ’  \  \  )'  /' 

Lowell 
BEVERLY 
Av  t  s 

Ph  i  u  i  p  p  -  Joyce  nee  !-!  a  r.  B  E  r  t 

Lyle 

1  # 

,  ,R  DELL 

i 

1  1 


Leon  -  Muriel  nee  Genzlinger 
Qoe  1  s 
Pa  tty  A n n 

V i o t on  -  Al ice  nee  De Vo  lk 

V4  R  <5 1  h  r  a 

i»*\ 

iri  I  Li. !  A--!  3EHM-  - 

Lucille  -  Pa  u  l  Sw a i n 
Lee  Ann 
Alfred 

D 

Theodore  3ehm  -  Laura  nee  Voelker— 
Clarence  Bekm 

ALT  H  LA  **  r  iwiN  K  r_  •  H  OFF  iv.  i >  N  N 
A  0  N  > .  L  D 

La un  i  $ 

'.AVNE 
J  OA  N  W  E 


A  .,'JL  BEHM 
- .  fo- 

v  »Vl  4  % 

J  E  N  E  E  N 


A o a aa .  -  Steve  Ya s m  i  n sky 


# 

KJ 


.A  kOUNE  -  H E  N n  Y  Gz A  PLQWSK  I 


Theodore  Behm  - 


Lo  WARD  BE.HU" 


A  M A  N  D  A  NEE  R  A  P  P  OLD 

(2nd  .marriage) 


Clara  Behm  -  Henry  '.7.  Craese 

ARY/  IN  -  Hi  L  D  E  S  A  R  O  NEE  oPIELER 

A 

Nangy  Ray 
L . . w t  n  Rich and 
Judith  Awn 
Charlotte 

Hon bent  -  Anita  3ell  nee  Wagers 

Ha z e l  -  Clifford  Ha s t 


/ 

/ 


Charles  Sehm  -  Martha  nee  Koepsell 
Ruth  -  Arnold  .Martin 

CUGENE 

J  OH  A  N  N  A  -  LR  W  I  N  ,'v'I . \  R  T  I  N 
CARL  -  LDITH  NEE  KOEPSELL 

Arthur  Behl  -  Frieda  nee  Wulff 
3 l LBERT 
Sylvia 
Ella 

George  Behm  -  Hattie  Hickenoorf 
Elmer  -  Ruth  nee  Prochnovv 

W  alter  -  1  L  M  A  iNl  E  E  W  o  L  F  0  R  A  M 

Lillie  -  Edmund  Suslitz 
d 

.  » N  I T  A*— 
t.i  E  L  V  I  N 

Mary  Behm  -  Bernard  Kurth 
Harold 

B  £  i  v  N  /  k  R  D 
J  A  M  E  S 


Bertha  Gr oth  Car l  Wendt 

17  I  L  L  l  A  lv!  WEND  T  -  CL  L  A  NEE  KE  L  S  OH 

Viol; 

Thelma  -  Norman  Sc how alter 
Henry  Wendt  -  Lydia  nee  Kurth 
Bernard 

Louise  Wendt-0-  -  Theodore  Steffen 
H I  LD  a 
^  A  i  ^  L 

Flore noe 

Walter  Wendt  -  Beula  nee  Richar6en 
Carl 

Ka  t  h  e  r  i  n  e  -  John  Ketone  m 
Shirley 

coward  Wendt  -  c^ma  nee  Kurth 
Dor  oth  y-2. 

..rthur  Wendt  -  Alice  nee  Sohloeuer 
Wa  l  t  e  r 


Ferdinand  Croth  -  GIrs*  nee  Dosberpuhl 
Wilhelm ine  Groth--  -  John  From  an  n-°- 

G'JSTA  V£  LR  D  M  A  N  N —  -  ALBERT  I  NA  NEE  ZE  INERT 

Frvin  -  Clara  nee  Rehbein 
Frances  -  Louis  Schroeder 
John 

'  Ant on  -  alsie  nee  Brown 

J  A  iv«  £  S 

Gene 

amma  -  Lloyd  Widrjok 

H  E  R  3  E  R  T 

Adolph 

Hattie  -  Otto  ackstei n 

LD  NA  -  ARNST  ZtMDARS 
J  A  N  I  0  E 

Helen 

June  -  Ray  Sohmuoe 
arv  j  N 

Betty  Sue 
LT  h  e  l 
Or vi lle 

{*  1  i  a  ;■}  K  AR  D  ivl  A  N  N —  -  A  N  N  I  E  NEE  R  E  J  N  K  E 
MORGAN  ~  LSTHER  NEE  mUTTART 
JA  NE 

John 

R I  CHARD 
i.iA  R  Y 

Clara  -  ldward  Weber 

J  A  N  E 

Vera 

Otto  l  r  d  ;,i  a  n  n  ~  A  n  n  a  nee  Z  e  i  n  e  r  t 
V  Cora  -  ldward  Schneider 
Dona ld 

June  -  La Verne  Swenson 
Kare  n 
Ann 


( 

Hugo  -  Marjorie  nee  Heidt 
Lou  i  s 
Ma  v  i  s 

Joseph  -  Laura  nee~ Schwa* o«£r 
Alice 
Oa  v  i  o 

John  -  Hilda  nee  Schwandner 

?  A 0  L  -If;  D*,'!  ANN 

Wilhelm  Groth— 

|  Martha  Qroth—  -  William  Erdmann— 

Alvina  Erdmann  -  Frank  Groth 
Herbert 
Esther 
Re i NHARD 

Robert  Erdmann  -  Sarah  nee  Bennad 
Martha  William 

Roberta  Mary  Ruth 
Hulda  Erdmann  -  William  Erdmann 
William  Erdmann  -  Emma  nee  Erdmann^* 
Clarence  -  Helen  nee  Nadolny 
-  William 
Gerald 

William  Erdmann  -  Rose  nee  ivIarquardt 

i  v'i  A  R  G  A  R  E  T  (2ND  M  A  R  R  I  A  Q  E  ) 

*  '  '  »  ,  ,)j,  •  '*•  1  ,i  ,  ;  j 

fViARCELLA 

Theodore  Erd  m  a  n  h  ~  Lia  r  i  o n  n  e  e  Ea  s  t m  a  n  n 
Donald 
Jean 
Earl 

Elen  ore  Erdmann  -  Henry  Do  oRh  ead 
Harr  i  s 
Burton 

ii'.AfiflN 

Lydia  lrdmann  -  Ernst  Bovvers 
I  George 

Eveline 

Lillian 

Li  a  R  TH  A  CR  D  M  ANN  -  ;\  L  3  E  R  T  3  OW  E  R  S 

Bernice 


; 


Ferdinand  Groth  -  Mrs.  nee  Habeck  (2nd  Vaariag 


rj  D 

John  Groth —  Mathilda  nee  Eickstedt— 


Louis  -  Christina  nee  Rhe i ng ans 
Arnold  -  Selma  nee  Jaeger 

o 

albert  Groth— 


Theodore  Groth 

A  R  T  H  U  R  G  ROTH  -  A  N  N  A  NEE  S  C  H  R  E  l  8  E  R 
Folaho  -  Lydia  nee  Bosch 

Heinrich  -  Emma  nee  Schreiber 
Celia  -  Arthur  Wendt land 

L  L  E  A  NOR 
0 

ft  A  R  V  E  Y— 

Edward 

Palmer 

Paul  Groth 

’Valter  -  l'rna  nee  Krause  Vogel 
Loretta  V.  -  Earl  Petzlaff 
Lois 

„t;;el  Vogel 
Gladys  Vogel 
VaR  I  ON 


a  l  ivi  a  Groth  -  Louis  }<  a  s  t  e  n 

Q  L  A  D  Y  S 
Lr!  STER 

Luc  I  LLE 


Rev.  R a  y  m o n  d  3  a oth  - 


Vera  nee 
Peterson 


V 


Ferdinand  Qroth-Chr  i  s.t  l  ne  nee  Naulin(3rd  marriage) 


Ernest  Groth£ 

Herman  Groth—  -  Amalia  nee  Maass— 

Leonard 

Edna  -  Taylor— 

Edmund 

George 

Celia  -  Moore 
^  d 
Carl  Groth— 

Anna  Groth—  ~  August  Hover 

I  R  M  A 
Vale ska 
Kurt 

,■* .  •,  .i- 

Wald em ah 

ViAGG  l  E 

pR  | ED  E  R | C  K A  GR  OTH—  -  W I L  L 1  AM  KUR T  Z~ 

Henry  Kurtz  -  Lucy  nee  Tews 
Lucy 

Victoria 

Ma  BEL 

Eleonore  Kurtz  -  William  Krueger 
Gertrude  -  Marvin  H.  Ga oth 
Luc  J  LLE 
William,  Jr* 

Donald— 

Theodore  Kurtz  -  Ella  nee  Riebe 
Wl LL  I  S 


Gladys  -  Wallace  W.  Francis 
Or  v  i  LLE 
Car  ol 
Wyman 

Edwin  Kurtz,  Ph *  D.  -  Florence  nee  Warner 
Jean 
Mary  Ann 
Ed  w  i  n  ,  J  r  * 

Marjorie  Lou 

Richard  Kurtz  -  Anna  nee  Tews 
Alda  -  Edward  Rapp  old 
Celia,  Doris 

J  Frieda  Kurtz  -  Walter  Groth 

\  .  Elm £>r..  AV  *  Kurtz,-  T  i  l l  i  e  n e e  R e  i  n e r 


Ferdinand  Q  r  o  t  h  -  Helena  n e e ...  G r  ot  h 

caw  i  n  Groth  -  Beat  a  nee  Heidtke 
ctkel  -  Charles  Oenow 
Wayne 
F  R  A  N  K  L  l  N 
Lillian 
Myrtle 
Doris 
Mac 

iviELir'A  Gaoth  -  R-jdolph  Heidtke 
Frederick 
Robert 
David 

Leonora  Groth  -  Rev,  William  Heidtke 

. ,  i  R  {  ANNA 

Hazel 

£lsa  Groth  -  Paul  Ziemer 
Leonard 
Jasper 
Urban 

Bernhard  Groth  -  Josephine  (1st  wifeV- 

iv* AG  G  I  E  (2nd  VV  I  F E  )*^* 

Ida  Groth  -  William  Hoppe— 

Dona  Hoppe  -  Fred  Krueger 
Gloria 
Dor  i  s 

F AEDfct WR 

Frankl I N 
V/a  y  n  e 

Bruno  Hoppe  -  Anita  nee  Kafehl 


LI  A  R  1  E  G  R  0  T  -  dQ  H  N  F.  B  R  U  S  S  .  SR.- 
John  R.  Bruss  -  Ida  nee  Behm^- 
i£r  V  i  n  -  Chloe  nee  Buckert 
J  OH  N 
Gene 

John  R  *  Bruss  -  Louise  nee  iJemmler 

(2nd  uarr i age) 

■  •  4.  v  i  :  kj  *'  •  vt  {  .  •'  ■•••■'  t'  A  * 

Leonard  Bruss-—  Lydia  nee  Lauterbaoh 
Arthur  -  Leona  nee  Valenda 
Leona 
Edgar 

\  .  L  '  •  .  •’  •'  ''  .S-  /  ‘I  *•;  ,  •  '  ■  ' 

Em m a  Bruss  -  A i c h  a ro  Sc  h u  lt  r i c h 

Werner  -  Genemavere  nee  Morris 
Ruth 

Esther  -  Arthur  Dunnkoeler 
Anne 

K  \ 

LEona 
AL  I  CE 

_  «  D 

Theodore  ‘Bruss--  -  Gesena  nee  Boerner 
Freder {OK 

ivlA  RG  A  RE  THE 
ALMA  3  RUSS-- 


Laura  Bruss 


D 


Ida  Bruss  -  George  Sohlageter 
George,  Jn# 


Albert  Bruss  -  Adeline  nee  Setzer 

,  .  D 
i.lA  Y— 


R.J 


L12A3ETM  GeCTH—  -  Q  0  T  T  F  R  t  ED  3RUSS~ 

Anna  Bruss  -  Henry  Koegler 

£  L  hi  E  R  -  £lF  1  NE  NEE  BENNEK 

Carl  -  Ma r y  nee  Morris 
Richard 

Leona  -  Lyle  Hutton 
Doris 
He  lc  n 

dUNE 
Que  EN 

Helen  -  Richard  Filler 

* 

Walter 

Alenor . Bn-uss— 

Lizzie  Bruss 

_  D 
,/iATHiloa  Bruss-- 

Th  er  e  se  Bruss— 

Selaa  Bruss  -  Alfred  kii nzlaff 

Margarethe  -  Kenneth  Bevington 
Pa t  r i g  I  a 
Lthel 

l»  A  R  L 

D  R 

Ben jar  i  n  Groth — *  Theresa  nee  Ka nnfn3E,>g~ 

oEOtlGE  GROTH 

Ada  Groth  -  Ruoolrh  Mass 

AA  Yivl  O-ND 

Dorothy 

He  a  s  e  r  t  -  Julia  nee  Michalek 
Henry  G.  Groth ,  Sr.—  -  Eu ma  nee  lau ter bach 

•—  •  . .  - >'"»'■  *  ’  "  -  •>  '  ■'  ■-  i.  .  T  L._T  ./I,  in  T  ■T-T.-.r-rr 

Otto  A.  5 Roth  -  Aranda  nee  Tews 

Oscar— 

..ary in  -  Gertrude  nee  Krueger 
.low  in  d.  Srotk  -  Hattie  nee  Borneo  a  n  n 
Harold  -  Dorothy  Word  ell 

J-E  ROM  -  £uOEME  -  PREDRICK 


Norma  -  Allen  Mortimer 

•  Roland 

Ola i re 
Allen 

Arlin  -  Ml  el  Grubber 

Deane 


.v v 

>  U  iv\  ’ 


3E  R  H  a  R  D  I  N  E 
D 

ARTHUR  SROTH— 

,  .  D 

Arnold  Groth— 

Henry  G*  Groth,  Jr,  -  Alma  nee  R 
Jan  ice 

Emma  Groth  -  John  Sieben 
Vi ft  LH ELM 

ivi  ETA  G  R  0  T  H  -  J  OH  N  N  0  R  M  A  N 


ikerese  Groth* 


D 


Anna  Groth 
J  AC  OB 

Ge  orge 
Ctto 

Augusta  Groth 


Garl  Schaefer 


-  AD 

Clara  Groth— 


Gustav  Groth—  Augusta  nee  T t sch er 
Edmund  Groth 

, 

Elmer  Groth 

Paul  Groth  -  Janette  nee  Preno 
Pa  u  l  ,  Jr* 

PARC  or  j  e 
Annette 
Annette  Groth 


A  D  T  K  E 


1 


Hilda  Groth 


IN  THEIR  NEW  HOMES 


On  these  acquired  homesteads  our  ancestors  spent  the 
remaining  days  of  their  earthly  life  in  contentment.  They- 
cleared  acres  after  acres  of  the  heavily  wooded  land,  changing 
the  wilderness  into  productive  farm  land,  progressing  with  the 
times  as  to  methods  of  farming,  rebuilding,  improving  and 
enlarging  their  homes  and  farm  buildings.  They  reared  large 
families  and  cared  for  their  bodily  and  spiritual  welfare  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  ability  and  means.  As  we  visualize  them  at  their 
daily  work  and  business,  we  cannot  help  but  realize  that  they 
had  their  cares  and  troubles  as  they  faced  the  hard  tasks  of 
establishing  their  homes  and  families  in  this  new  land.  There 
was  no  one  to  solve  their  problems  for  them,  they  had  to  do  it 
alone.  They  did  it  with  the  help  of  God.  Under  the  strain  they 
grew  in  spirit  and  mind  and  had  the  gratification  of  seeing 
Cedarburg  grow  and  develop  into  a  city  highly  appreciated  by 
its  citizens.  They  saw  that  their  choice  was  right,  for  the 
community  of  our  pioneer  forefathers  is  hard  to  duplicate  as  to 
its  location  and  suitableness  for  homes.  Its  farms  to  this  day 
are  productive  and  promising. 

PLANTING  OF  THE  CHURCH 

In  spite  of  the  hardships  and  privations  they  experienced 
during  their  early  years  in  the  wilderness  and  in  the  strange 
but  friendly  land,  they  never  lost  sight  of  the  purpose  for  which 
they  had  emigrated  to  America.  The  establishing  of  churches 
and  schools  was  the  deepest  concern  to  them.  They  were 
fortunate  in  having  their  beloved  Pastor  Kindermann  in  their 
midst,  who  came  from  Kirchhayn,  about  seven  miles  west 
of  Cedarburg,  and  conducted  public  services.  At  first  these 
services  were  presumably  conducted  in  private  homes;  later  it 
became  necessary  to  build  a  permanent  building.  When  that 
time  came  Ludwig  Groth  and  his  brother-in-law  Friederich 
Dobberpuhl  donated  an  acre  of  land  for  a  site  of  the  building 
which  is  marked  by  the  old  abandoned  cemetery  west  of  the 
City  of  Cedarburg.  The  building  was  a  log  building  and  its 
pews  were  plain  benches  without  back  rests.  The  records  show 
that  the  Groths  took  a  leading  part  in  all  church  affairs.  They 
frequently  served  as  members  of  the  Church  Boards  and  were 
accomplished  lay-readers  and  would  conduct  the  services  of  the 
church  in  the  absence  of  the  pastor.  When  in  1853  it  became 
necessary  to  build  a  larger  church,  they  contributed  very 
liberally  towards  it  by  furnishing  a  large  part  of  the  materials 
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needed  for  the  new  building.  Every  act  of  service  for  their 
church  was  a  manifestation  of  their  gratitude  towards  God  for 
His  grace  bestowed  upon  them  for  having  His  Word  in  all  its 
purity  and  truth  in  their  minds  and  hearts  undefiled  and  un¬ 
adulterated.  The  Word  of  God  was  a  treasure  to  them  and 
with  the  Psalmist  they  confessed  “How  sweet  are  Thy  words  to 
my  taste!  Yea,  sweeter  than  honey  in  my  mouth'’.  “Thy  Word 
is  a  lamp  unto  my  feet  and  a  light  unto  my  path”.  It  was  a 
rock  of  refuge  to  them.  It  upheld  them  in  all  their  cares, 
worries,  and  sorrows.  They  needed  it  daily.  They  were 
athirst  and  came  to  the  overflowing  fountain  of  life  freely. 
They  read  the  Bible  for  strength  and  comfort.  All  the  promises 
of  God  were  yea  and  Amen.  They  grew  daily  in  the  fear  and 
knowledge  of  God. 

They  were  interested  in  doctrinal  discussions  and  very 
often  took  an  active  part  in  them.  In  order  that  they  might  get 
a  better  understanding  of  scriptural  doctrines,  they  read 
Luther’s  books,  studied  the  synodical  papers  and  reports,  and 
became  diligent  readers  of  devotional  books.  Their  efforts  were 
not  in  vain,  for  after  two  generations  the  Lutheran  Church  has 
become  a  mighty  structure  and  a  mighty  factor  in  every  phase 
of  our  life.  Our  forefathers  were  a  small  part  of  that  early 
force  which  under  God’s  guidance  has  brought  about  the  won¬ 
derful  growth  and  development  of  our  Lutheran  Church  in 
America.  Our  present  numerous  large  congregations  with 
their  beautiful  churches  and  schools  luxuriously  furnished, 
their  devoted  pastors  and  teachers,  all  stand  as  a  monument  of 
the  work  once  so  nobly  begun  by  the  pioneers  among  whom  the 
family  of  Groths  are  numbered. 

The  buildings  erected  by  these  early  pioneers  have  stood 
for  almost  a  century.  They  will  stand  for  many  years  to  come. 
Their  massive  walls  and  their  solid  construction  ought  to  be 
frequent  reminders  to  us  of  the  solid  Christian  heritage  which 
is  ours.  The  very  buildings  they  built  are  memorials  of  their 
great  Christian  character.  They  were  humble  men  of  God, 
strong  in  body  and  giants  of  Christian  faith. 

The  enemies  of  their  day  were  the  wild  beasts  of  the  woods 
and  the  dreaded  diseases  which  were  uncontrolled  in  the  pioneer 
days  of  our  forefathers.  We  in  our  generation  have  more 
deadly  enemies  than  that.  For  our  enemies  are  more  subtle 
and  more  deadly  than  wild  beasts  or  disease.  Our  enemies  are 
twentieth  century  pride  and  streamlined  spiritual  indifference. 
Our  forefathers  left  their  homeland  and  bid  farewell  to  their 
friends  forever  when  they  came  to  this  new  land.  They  chose 
willingly  the  hardships  of  the  pioneer  days  that  they  and  their 
children  and  their  children’s  children  may  not  only  have  liberty 
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but  most  of  all  that  they  may  have  pure  religion.  They 
literally  forsook  their  homeland,  their  friends,  their  houses  and 
their  brethren  for  the  Lord’s  sake.  They  also  found  His 
promise  not  wanting  in  its  fulfillments  that  he  would  grant  unto 
them  a  hundredfold  as  a  reward  for  their  faithfulness.  Their 
number  has  greatly  increased  and  God’s  blessings  upon  the 
faithful  have  never  ceased. 

For  the  glorious  heritage  which  is  ours  we  must  be  eternally 
thankful.  Our  gratitude  must  express  itself  in  faithfulness  to 
the  same  God  and  the  same  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  Who  was  their 
stay  and  strength  in  every  hour  of  need. 

THEIR  SCHOOLS 


Our  forefathers  had  received  a  thorough  Christian  framing 
at  their  schools  in  Germany  as  well  as  in  their  homes.  They 
gave  evidence  of  their  Christian  training  and  faith  at  the  time 
they  were  put  to  the  test.  They  would  not  compromise  with 
antibiblical  doctrines.  They  chose  to  depart  into  this  new  land 
and  subject  themselves  to  the  rigors  of  pioneering  in  the  wilder¬ 
ness  of  the  Wisconsin  forests  rather  than  give  up  their  faith. 
They  never  lost  sight  of  the  importance  of  the  best  kind  of 
religious  training  for  their  children.  As  soon  as  possible  they 
built  and  organized  the  Christian  Day  Schools  which  are  also 
known  as  parochial  or  church  schools.  We  must  not  forget  that 
this  venture  too  was  difficult  in  those  days.  In  the  first  place 
the  number  of  children  were  few  for  the  first  years.  There  was 
a  lack  of  teachers  and  funds  were  not  too  plentiful.  At  first 
these  schools  were  conducted  in  homes,  where  parents  taught 
their  children  the  chief  parts  of  the  Catechism.  It  was  not 
until  1855  when  the  first  resident  pastor  Rev.  Robert  Graetz  was 
called  that  the  first  full  time  Day  School  was  opened.  These 
schools  flourished  and  grew  into  strong  schools  with  large 
enrollments.  Considering  the  circumstances,  they  were  well 
manned  and  were  perhaps  the  main  factor  in  the  perpetuation 
"of  the  Faith  of  our  Fathers.  In  those  schools  most  of  the 
present  generation  and  still  many  children  of  our  day  received 
and  are  receiving  the  same  old  fundamental  Christian  training. 
The  best  kind  of  Christian  training  is  none  too  good  for  any 
generation.  We  are  proud  to  say  that  many  Christian  Schools 
started  by  our  ancestors  are  still  rendering  this  great  service  of 
teaching  the  Gospel  to  the  young.  These  schools  are  also 
among  the  blessings  of  our  Christian  heritage.  May  God  help 
us  to  hold  fast  to  them. 

Much  more  can  be  said  of  these  our  glorious  forefathers 
but  space  does  not  permit  it.  We  trust  it  may  contain  enough 
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of  the  facts  of  our  forebearers  that  it  may  cause  us  to  give 
gratitude  to  God  and  earnestly  call  us  to  a  rededication  of  our 
lives  to  the  deep  spiritual  forces  so  evident  in  the  lives  of  our 
forefathers.  We  shall  fail  if  we  do  less.  They  were  great 
Americans.  More  than  that,  they  were  great  Christians. 

Now  thank  we  all  our  God 
With  heart  and  hand  and  voices, 

Who  wondrous  things  hath  done, 

In  Whom  His  world  rejoices; 

Who  from  our  mother’s  arms, 

Hath  blessed  us  on  our  way 
With  countless  gifts  of  love 
And  still  is  ours  today. 

INTERESTING  FACTS  OF  THEIR  EARLY  DAYS 

IN  THIS  LAND 

Upon  their  arrival  at  what  is  now  Cedarburg  they  built  a 
temporary  house  of  brush  and  branches  on  the  banks  of  Cedar 
Creek  near  the  site  of  the  present  Woolen  Mills.  This  hut  of 
branches  was  not  so  much  a  protection  from  the  weather  as  a 
protection  against  the  wild  beasts.  Later  a  permanent  house 
was  built  at  the  site  of  the  late  F.  L.  Groth. 

In  1834  a  road  was  chopped  through  the  wilderness.  This 
road  led  from  Milwaukee  to  Green  Bay.  It  led  through  Hamil¬ 
ton  and  was  frequently  used  by  the  Groths  in  their  travels 
from  Cedarburg  to  Milwaukee. 

Oxen  were  used  by  these  pioneers  for  farm  work.  A  pair 
of  oxen  cost  about  $50.00.  The  price  of  a  cow  in  pioneer 
days  was  around  $20.00. 

During  the  first  years  of  their  life  in  Cedarburg  Milwaukee 
was  the  nearest  supply  city.  The  distance  was  about  20  miles. 
These  early  pioneers  walked  this  distance  and  carried  their 
necessary  provisions  on  their  back.  It  is  said  they  often  carried 
large  sacks  of  flour  the  whole  distance.  They  were  frequently 
met  by  wolves  which  infested  the  woods  in  great  numbers. 

Their  cooking  utensils  were  iron  pots  and  pans.  For  baking 
a  large  oven  was  erected  outside  of  the  log  house.  These  ovens 
were  made  out  of  flat  stones  bound  together  by  clay.  The  fire 
was  built  on  the  stone,  when  heated  the  ashes  were  removed 
and  the  dough  was  placed  on  the  hot  stones.  These  ovens  were 
round  and  dome-shaped,  about  six  feet  in  diamater.  Perhaps  as 
many  as  twenty  large  loaves  were  baked  at  one  time. 

Candles  were  universally  used  for  light.  The  Groths  made 
their  own  tallow  candles  for  many  years. 
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The  first  temporary  mill  was  built  in  Cedarburg  in  1844  by 
Frederick  Hilgen  and  Schroeder.  The  present  Cedarburg  Mill 
was  built  in  1855.  This  mill  is  located  in  the  heart  of  the  City 
on  Columbia  and  Portland  Avenues. 

The  first  railroad  from  Milwaukee  with  Cedarburg  as  the 
terminal  was  built  in  1874  through  the  efforts  of  Frederick 
Hilgen. 

The  Indians  were  friendly  to  the  newcomers  and  gladly 
exchanged  venison  for  bread. 

Raspberries,  strawberries  and  blackberries  grew  wild  in  the 
woods.  Butternuts  and  hickory  nuts  were  plentiful. 

Highway  57  formerly  was  a  privately  owned  road  with 
three  toll-gates.  People  traveling  to  Milwaukee  had  to  pay  at 
each  of  the  three  gates. 

Deer,  wolves,  mink,  raccoons,  skunks,  and  squirrels 
roamed  in  large  numbers  in  the  woods.  Many  game  birds, 
among  which  the  wandering  pigeon  was  most  numerous,  were 
sources  of  provender  for  the  early  settlers. 

The  Irish  formed  a  very  large  part  of  the  population  of 
Ozaukee  County  in  the  pioneer  days.  Many  of  them  learned  to 
speak  low  German  quite  well.  However,  the  Germans  were 
very  slow  in  learning  to  speak  English. 

In  politics  our  forefathers  were  mostly  Republican.  They 
opposed  secession  and  slavery.  They  were  much  interested  in 
the  affairs  of  government  both  federal  and  state.  They  were 
diligent  in  exercising  their  right  to  vote  and  kept  themselves 
abreast  of  the  times.  Newspapers  were  few,  but  those  that 
were  available  were  diligently  read. 

Houses  and  barns  were  roofed  with  straw  tied  in  small 
bundles  and  fastened  with  willow  rods. 

Wooden  pegs  were  often  used  instead  of  nails  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  buildings. 

An  open  fireplace  was  the  only  “stove”  both  for  heating 
and  cooking,  and  meats  were  barbecued. 

Flint,  steal  and  tinder  were  used  instead  of  matches. 

The  settlers  were  greatly  handicapped  by  the  scarcity  of 
money,  and  paid  as  much  as  12%  interest  for  loans. 

Ludwig  Groth  as  early  as  December  1844  platted  a  piece  of 
land  on  both  sides  of  Cedar  Creek.  See  sketch. 

Frederick  Hilgen  and  Wilhelm  Schroeder  were  among  the 
first  settlers  of  Cedarburg.  They  were  industrialists  using 
Cedar  Creek  for  water  power  in  their  various  manufactures. 
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